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Ravens of NONSENSE. 


BW boſo is ſimple, let him turn in hither. Prov. ix. iv. 


Cur Latras ; farem inquit video, Cic, de Orat. 2. 


K DUBL I N: 
| Princed, and ſold by the Bookſellers 1739, 


* 
* 
„* 
* 
= 
” 
* 
4 
"—_ * 
= 
4 , . * 
N 1 
* 
* 
* 
„ 
N 
N % 
CS 
44 F 
o 
Y 
. 0 
0 * 
. , 7 
' 
. <a 
4 
. 5 a 
- 


RHAPSODY: 
Addreſſed and Recommended 
To all Writers and Readers of 


NONSENSE 


HAT will chis Babbler ay ? Is a Que 

tion that ſo aptly offers from the Title 

of my Paper, that I put it here to be before- 
hand with others. In this one reſpe& I am 
truly an Evangelical Man, that I have not yet 
thought, what I ſhall ay, and muſt deſire ſuch. of 
my Readers as this Queſtion would have occurred 
to, propre: motu, to wait for an Anſwer till they 
come to the End of my Paper, ol 1 
| A 2 | TrerE | 
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Turn is a way of thinking, ſays an Author, 
if a Man can attain unto it, by which he may 
ſtrike ſome what out of any thing. This 15 
what I am upon, and what I would be at: And 
there is no one ſenſible Object in Nature ſha]! 
eſcape me, till by ſome fortunate Colliſion, I 
ſtrike out both Light and Heat to pleaſe my curi- 
ous and attentive Readers, | | 
Tux Story of the Painter who by one happ 
Daſh of his Bruſh, perfected a Deſign, whic 
by Art and Idea he had purſued jn vain, is an 
Example fair enough to inyite me to my Task: 
We know that moſt beneficial Diſcoveries have 
been owing to Chance, from whence Arguments 
are taken by the generality of Divines and ſome 
Philoſophers againſt the Priae of Science and In- 
vention: So that I ſee no reaſon to Doubt, 
without inſinuating any vain Opinion of my own 
Abilities, that I ſhall hit upon ſomething or other 
before I give over, that may reward my Reader 
49 for his Expence in buying and reading theſe 
Sheets, | 
Ay truly, when I conſider the immenſe in- 
definite Extenſion of my Subject, I collect Cou- 
rage from the Proſpect. For were I to live til 
the Revolution of Plato's Year, (e' er which I am 
perſuaded the whole World, Elements, Plants, 
 _ "Minerals, Animals and Planets, will be vitrified 
| and turned into Glaſs by the degree of Heat ne- 
ceſſary to conſume it) I ſhould never exhauſt it or 
even wade it through, 3 


ALTH0: 


50 
ALTHo* I do not pretend to be the firſt even 
in my own Country who have treated of this 
Subject, yet as far as-T can remember, I am the 
firſt who have ever done it, Ex confeſſo; and 
therefore have ſome Title to the good will of my 
Countrymen, who have poured out their Favours 
ſo plentifully upon the Honourable Fraternity, 
of Which I am now a Member, Many of whom 
by the ſole Merit of doing nothing. and writing 
upon Nothing, have riſen to conſiderable Employ- 
ments of Honour and Profit. 

As I havelong obſerved, that the Writers who 
have ſucceeded beſt in this way, were ſuch as 
truſted. leaſt to their own Genius, and borrowed 
both the Language and Sentiments of others; 
I begin. now to think that upon fo. FRO and 
abſtruce a Theme, I ſhall do well to follow 
their Track, one part of the Day therefore I 
ſhall ſpegd in Collecting Materials by turning over 
Volumes, and the other in patching and tranſ- 
poſing my borrowed Scraps, fo as to pals them 
upon the World for my own. © 

I nav no frightful Apprehenſions, that by 
ſuch a Conduct I ſhall forfeit any part of that 
Credit, that is due to an Author, for this is a 
Point wherein no Man can ſtrike at my Reputa- 
tion without wounding numbers beſide me, whoſe 
diſtinguiſhed Abilities are warranted and ſtamped 
by the Complements and Acknowledgments, of 
the Publick: And as I paſs my Word never to 
tranſcribe above one Sentence from one Author 


f 
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one Topick at once, I ſhall appear v 
model in — of ſome others 'who — 
gone in this way before me, particularly the 
Editor of a Sermon upon Prov. xiv, 16, 17. of 
which by the niceſt Arithmetical Calculation I can 
make, appear - ed firſt before the Queen at White- 
Svcn Anthors, I compare to the Moon and 
| other apaque Bodies, which are ſo far of Uſe 
as they ſerve to reflect Light from a luminous 
Body, even whilſt it is under the Horizon : 
But its want of Heat, would prove that Light 
to be borrowed, tho*' we had never ſeen the Pla- 
net from which is was derived in the Meridian of 
its Glory. 

Tuo' it's a little out of the way and carry- 
ing an air of Singularity may require ſome Apo- 
logy, it may not be amiſs before I go further, to 
give the Reader ſome general inſight into ſome 
part of my Deſign, by explaining what I mea 
by a Diſſertation upon Nothing, 
Ir is briefly this Any Book, big or lit- 
tle, wherein, whatever the Title be, or whatſo- 
ever is propoſed or pretended, Nothing is prov- 
ed Nothing made out, but either from the Aw 
thors affe del Brevity and Obſcurity, or from 
His want of Underſtanding the Subject he 
+ , writes upon, or by rambling and digreſſing with 
out returning to it, in convenient Time and Or- 
der, or by wilfully 3 10 by jumbling 
confounding contradictory Ideas; 
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(7) 
is every where leſt to gueſs at his Senſe and 


Meaning. 
* Diſcourſe therefore of this Nature, the 
f Reader will not expect Method, Order or Co- 
\ berence, Things he 1s ſo little accuſtomed to, and 
of fo little Uſe, fatiguing to me, and irkſome 
to him, alien and oppoſite to the Spirit and Free- 
Jem of a polite Genius, 
ol IN this way of Writing I have ſeveral very 
eminent Examples now lying before me, (borrow- 
ed from a learned neighbouring Divine, who. hath 
b noble Collection of „ Maga, 
b. Ve Eſſays, and State Sermons, but Who has 
of o refined a Taſte to meddle with any thing 
above the ſize of an Octavo) of theſe, one, that 
challenges the higheſt Encomiums, is the Author 
of a Sermon preached before the I Novem, 
| 173 whoſe ſprightly elegant Addreſs, could 
but imitate and copy out, I * to give 
the World, my Bookſeller and myfelf (whoſe In- 
tereſts are all ſo diſtinct) general Satisfaction. 
lic. fl) ANOTHER maſterly Hand in this way, who de- 
lo: | ſerves the higheſt Commendation, as his proficien- 
ov. if © ſeems to be the reſult of great Labour and Ap- 
au- Pl ion, is the Author of averher State Sermon 
Fanxary 30 th. 1737, in which hboured 
iece, from a Zeal to Rory Pro» | 
ich.] poſitions, he has proved Nething, and his 
Vuject much in the ſame way I have ſeen a French 
lic Cook ſerve a Leg of Veal; what with Sauces, 
ind Spices, axd Pickles, and Larding, and Tony 3 


"WM 


i 


* * * e 1 
a - 
- 3 3 


left it neither Shape, nor Colour, nor Taſte, aud 
a laſt made it.very dangerous and unwholſome 
Bor the moſt ſtudious elaborate Diſſertator 
upon Nothing, that in the ſmall compaſs of my 
reading has ever come in my way, was the Au- 
thor of two very ſizeable Metaphyſical Treatiſes, 
publiſhed Anno 1729, and 1733 ; among whoſe 
Enccmiing this is One, That "ER the Angelica] 
Doctor down to this preſent Time, no one 


bx „ * and who had he lived to have 
emptied his Auus, and winded of his whole Bot- 
tom, he might have ſpun out a quantity ſufficient 
to catch all the Flies in the three Kingdoms, pro- 
vided no unlucky Waſp broke thro' them, 
Ir would require more Time and Paper then 1 

can afford, to run thro' my Catalogue, and pay 
my Compliments ſeverally to the ingenious Com- 
*pilers ; who forſeeing the Toil and Difficulties 1 
have to go through, if upon no other Account, 
will excuſe a Neglect of this Nature. But Tu 
there are, ſo excellent in their kind, as I may not 
paſs over; one Intituled, Remarks upon a plain 
 Acconnt,' in a Letter to a Lord : Printed Anu 
1735. Which I have put into this Claſs, tho! | 
am in ſome doubt whether the World will allow 
bim a Place in it, ſince without informing us who 
be is, he hath proved that Ho is a Prieſt, by put- 
ding the Proof of the Chriſtian Religion upon the 


Prieſthood; but as it does not appear to - C 


hath ſhewn greater Ingenuity in the Art of 


amt + 
| (9) 
been in his Intention to prove even ſo much, this 
will be no Objection to ſuch as conſider rhe 
Matter fairly and without prejudice, 

Tn Other has the Credit of being more Vo- 
luminous, and promiſing a great deal to raiſe the 
- | Readers Expectations, but we may ſay of him 
„I the D-----1 did when he ſhore his Hogs, Great 
ſe Cry and little Wool; i. e. to ſay, Vox et preterea 
1 Nibil. The Author hath indeed given us an 
ge agreable Specimen of two prime Apoſtolical Qua- 
of littes in himſelf, with all the biting Venom of the 
ve Serpent he is as harmleſs as any Dove; and at firſt 
ot- reading (which TI reſolved ſhould be the laſt) put 
at me in mind of a Scene, wherein T had once the 
o. Fortune to be a Spectator, where an incenled Wo- 

man throwing a Veſſel of Filth in the Face of her 

I Neighbour, the reſiſting Air unluckily blew it 
ay back in her own : The nbc he lays, down 
m- ire ſuch as give force to his after reaſoning only 
s I when bel to himſelf, and prove this and no 
int, more, that the Methods by which he came to 
ll his Preferment were 8—l, and his way of hoard» 
not ing Money out of the Patrimony of the Church 
- Somsr | e haye fancied that Authors like 
Dogs, ſhould be ſo trained and diſciplined, as nes 
ver to be at Liberty in the proſecution of their 
Subje& to run after new Game when it ſtarts 
before them : But with due Submiſſion, as ſuch 
z Conceit would barr me, and multitudes of eru- 
dite Perſons from Peg to great Advantage, 


I am reſolved it ſhall no longer paſs current. 

To fay that a Writer ſhould ſtick to one ſingle 
Subject ' CL WEE whole Treatiſe, is as ridicu- 
lous as it would be to think of tying downCountry 


* 


Traders to vend but one ſort of Ware, whoſe 


Shop ſhould be furniſned for alt forts of Cuſto- 
mers with ſomewhat peculiarly ſuited to every 
Fancy and every Taſte. And the Conſtitution 
of a Tarkiſb 1 might as reaſonably be con- 
. fined to one Wife during Life, as an Iriſb Author 
to one Subject thro' a whole Volume. 

Ix this reſpect a Bee is an Emblem of what 
Man ſhould be. Floriferis as apes Saltibus omnia 
Libant : It ranges with Freedom without regard 
to Meares or Incloſures, draws Materials from 
all ſorts of Matter, Weeds and Flowers, and dreſ- 


| fo them up with that Delicacy and Art, that no 


Eye, Taſte or Smell can diſtinguiſh the different 
Ingredients, nor tell from whence they are deriv- 
ed: It is enough that in the Order they ſtand, 
they ſhew Skill and Contrivance, and produce 
pleaſing Senſations in the Sight and Taſte of the 


Curious. 
Hax hit upon an Inſtance ſo apropos, I add, 


g that there is er Point in which Authors and 
Chapmen ſhould reſemble and agree, viz. in — 


ing no deference or regard to Truth, nor ſtop- 
ping at any thing that may add to the Credit of 
the Ware and help the Sale: For, what is Truth? 
Why ſo much Veneration to a Notion, a Non- 
Entity, a Thing we can't Define: Pilare put by 
* | 8855 Queſti 


Queſtion, and Divines will tell you that if he 


had waited, be had got an Anſwer; but how- . * 


ever this might have been; a Definition of it in 
the Abſtract hath never yet been given that I re- 
member, and ſuch as carp at my Rules, I ſhall 
overlook as mere Cavillers till they find one. 
What it is like, I myſelf can ſay; it is like a fine 
Lady, that is ſweeteſt when ſhe is naked, and moſt 
attractive in Deſhabille. : | 

IT is like a well proportioned Building, 4 
propims ſtas te capiet magis, It is like a Ship that 
ndes moſt Way when ſhe carries leaſt Sail, 5. e. 
in ſtormy Weather: It is like a wedge of Gold, 
ſo Ductile as to admit of every imaginable Shape: 
And like Quick-Silver that however prepared and 
diſguiſed by Art, is ſtill reducible to its pr 
ſtine Elementary Form. And Laſtly, It is like a 
Lock, of no Uſe without the Key, and the Rea- 
ſon why it is oft ſo hard to open, is becaufe the 
ſeveral Keys had been all put upon one Ring, 
and hung at one Belt, where the Owner had 
an Intereſt in ſhutting out all but himſelf, but 
ſince the Wards have been filed and oiled by that 
ingenious Picklock 3 wt it is grown 


nuch more pliant, ſupple, and uſeful than here- 


tofore, | 3 

THERE is no one Set of Men upon Earth, 

that I am under ſo much Concern for, as for Au- 

thors of all Sorts except myſelf, which in all 

Cafes I give the World this general Advertiſe- 

ment I except ; The 13 they lie un- 
ag 


der, 


4: » Wo | 
der, the Inconveniencies they are expoſed to, 
from the Medley of Humours they have to pleaſe, 
and the _ icity of Intereſts they have to 

ſerve, are ſuch as may well make any who know 
them wonder, that there have been ſo many in 
in this Land, and that Docti indoctique, Scribble 
on as without Fear, ſo without Wit. 

To what ſhall we impute it? Shall we ſay 
they have all one common End to ſerve, and care 
not what becomes of their Subject, whether they 
convince others, or confute themſelves, ſo be, 
they don't fall ſhort of that: Shall I ſay what 
that End is? I dare not provoke ſuch a Gena 
irritabile, who Currente io, ſtop at Nothing 
that comes in their Head, and by no other Trou- 
ble than black ning and blotting a Sheet of Paper, 
might do the fame by my Reputation, which is 
daily improving and brightning to the admiration 
of al that know me. 

Bur ah me! They are few that do; the Cir- 
cumſtance of all others relating to myſelf, that 
galls and torments me moſt; Wherefore as a bet- 
'ter Opportunity cannot be, and that I forſee my 

Readers already impatient to know ſomewhat of 
me, to oblige both them and myſelf, I will give 
them ſome general Items to diſtinguiſh me in eve- 


ry future Appearance I ſhall make on the Theatre 
of the World, 


Casa ſhewed an infatiable thirſt of Glory 
and Fame, when he ſaid, He would rather be firs 
A 11 : mum Conmry Fillage | than 2 why 
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Rome. The fame Paſſion I find actuating moſt 
powerfully in myſelf, and profeſs that I would 
ther chooſe to be annihilated and drop into 
Nothing, than live and die without being talked 
of. This is the great Drift of all my Ambition, 
and I am perfectly indifferent, what is ſaid of me, 
provided I am talked of at all: And ſo be TI 
can Flutter and Buz and make a Noiſe, like a Moth 
am content to periſh in that Light, which 
tempted and drew me out of my Retirement. 

Few are ſo honeſt to own themſelves of the 
ſame Temper and caſt of Thought, and yet I well 
know, that thouſands have been determined to 
the greateſt Part of the Tranſactions of their 
Lives, by no other End, Principle or Motion, 
25 we may well compute by the Pains they oc- 
caſionally take to ſet off themſelves. Of this 
Tribe I reckon Twlh, Sir William Temple, Mr. 
Whiſton, Dean Swift, &c. For however different 
Men's Talents, Studies or Attainments, it is @ 
Paſſion common to the Stateſman, Patriot, Phi- 
— Divine, and Authors of all ſorts and 

Zes. 

I wovLn not inſinuate as if I thought I de- 
ſerved to be ranked with the forementioned great 
Names, there is but one Circumſtance wherein 
I have any Pretenſion to be Enrolled with 
viz, in fondneſs for myſelf and thirſt of Fame, 
the World may believe me that no other Motive 
or Regard could prevail with me to publiſh cho 
following ſtrange but true and genuine Account. 3 


0140 
Os ITFI Quo me rapis, tui plenum! Thou 
Deity Supreme, that ſits enthroned in every hu- 
man Breaſt! Thou centre of the Worlds wide 
circumference! Thou firſt and laſt in all our 
Thoughts ! for which we vex others and torment 
gurſelves: Whiſper in my Ear Tome ſoothing 
ſoft Inſinuations, and teach me to draw thee fair 
and lovely as thou appeareſt to me, and therefore 
beyond peradventure Att. 

ITs too natural to be all blameable for a Man 
in ſpeaking of himſelf, to do by his Character as 
He is ſometimes under a neceſſity of doing by his 
Shirt; turn the clean ſide out to hide the Dirt 
and make an Appearance, or as Ladies do with 
their Faces, to hide a Deformity by a little Paint 
and Varniſh - I am not ſo ſenſeleſs as to devi- 
te into a Conduct for which the World never 
| yet yielded a Precedent to be the Herald of my 
own Vices, and hold up a Mirror for others to 


| view my Deformity. 


In thoſe things which Philoſophers call the Ap- 
pendages of the Man, i. e. the Muſcles, Organs 
and] Geſticulations of the Body, all that ſeems to 
deſerve publick Mention and Regard is this, 
that as I have a natural- ſtammer in my Speech, 
eligantly ſet of by a Snuffling, occained by 2 
Polpms in my Noſe, with frequent convulſive 
"Twitches in my ocular Nerves, I ſhould be 
conſpicuous even among the Crowd of ſhining 
Orators that fwarm at the Bar: But my intellec- 


þ cual Habiliments and moral accompliſhments, ad 


(15) 
all thoſe Things which Philoſophers allow to be 


parts of the Man are ſeverally Supereminent, and 
Is they undeniably qualify me, fo I doubt not 
© chey will ſometime or other recommend me to 
r ſome Employment of Dignity and Truſt, in ſuch 
* well regulated State, — * Merit always carries 
8 off the Prize, and each Member is ranked accord» 
* dng to his real Worth. a | 
re As I have an admirable Knack of Haranguin 
is without Senſe or Meaning, and ſo much mode 


Aſſurance as will keep me from ever being abaſhed, 
m utterly Ef- of the Conſtitution of my 
5 Country, and rail inceſſantly at the C----xy, That 
n ſeldom ſober, but always Debonaire and Gay, I 
a might, if his Majeſty pleaſed, ſerve him very 
worthily in the 2 of a 8. | 
As about two Years ſince I took the Tower of 
haly and Fraxce, and upon my Return recreated 
NY Elmyſelf ſome Months at Spa, from whence I 
brought with me all the neweſt and prettieſt Fa- 
ſhions in Dreſs and Equipage, I conceive I am ve- 
ry well qualified to be Engineer and Suveyor Ger- 
eral, and for this Reaſon. am ſtrangely Puzzled 
his . gueſs how the preſent worthy Occu pier came 
* the Moderation I obſerve in the Govern- 
nent of my Appetites, is owing to the ſcantineſs 
de Nef my Fortune, and that to paſt Extravagance and 
$quandring, I ſeem to be cut out for a Govern» 
nent in ſome Iſland or Plantatipn- abroad. 
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As Lan conſtitutionally timid and daſtardly, 
doccaſioned they fay by my Mother's ſtarting at 
a Peal of Thunder when I was in Embyro, and 
am Sole libidine Fortis, I cou'd ſtorm 2 Ducehil 
with intrepidity, and make a valiant Commander 
in the mock Triumphs of a Had. park War, 
and ſhall therefore accept of any Commiſſion above 
2 Subaltern, as ſoon as the Terms of the Con- 
vention ate ratified; and 'a laſting and honourable 
; Peace ſecured. * Fe | m 
As Iam convinced that whatſoever is profitable up 
is honeſt, that I look upon Honour as an empty] ſen 
Tia} Slaves, 2m r 3 0 
Bribery, Corruption manage 
an Intereſt in a Borough with — Wane 
ind Addrefs, or cle e. = other Caſe where 
Rights are determined by a Majority, 
1 = have a Stock of ill- Nature, that I 
confident will never 9 and. by neral Ac 
intance among the Polite of the World 
— at 2 loſs for e being in m 
Political Principles half a Facobire and half : 
| Repablican--——-—with a cordial averſion to eve 
one in Office or Emyloyment. I might v 
well fet up for Reformer General of the Manners 


$33:S 2 Tul 
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* N. B. The Author ſince the proclaiming 0 
War retracti, this part of his Propoſal, 
RX | | 


9 
| Tis is Poſt T have bad often in my 
tl Thoughts, and to which I have bur one Objears 
d on; That I am afraid the Profits of it wou'd 
I hardly defray the Charge: But in caſe his Maje- 
er ſty in regard of the great Service T am now about 
„ doing to this Kingdom, will graciouſly grant me 
ve: Patent with an Office in the Caſtle, and allow 
nme only the ſmall Sum of Three Pexce Sterl. for 
le every Vice and Miſdemeanor noted and corrected 
in any of his Subjects, I hereby engage to enter 
ell upon it, immediately after the Demiſe of the pres 
ſent Dean of St. Patrick's : But as He has ſerve 
ed the Publick in this Capacity for ſo many 
Years at his own proper Coſt, no one ſhould in- 
trude upon what he has now a Right from pre- 
ty ſcriprion, to call his Prerogative, the ſhort remains 
der of his Days,. ' een 
War I Propoſe at the higheſt Computation 
will not amount to above Two or Three thouſand 
Pound: Serl. per Aninm, which to ſuch as duly 
confider the Toil, Dignity, Expence; Impors 
tance and Advantages of this Office, will not be 
A thought” an exorbitant Fee, Wherefore I now 
recommend it, to my three great Friends wh 
ſupported me ſo ſtrenuouſly in my laſt Project for 
A 2 Commiſſion to be r G -l, to caſt about 
and ſee how they may beſt carry this Point, a 
"114 ſoon as the Office ſhall be vacant; 1 
— Is n Man Queſtions my Abilities for-thiz 
7 offi great Truſt, I can produce for my Voucher; 


* a). * 
_  markable Lampooas iſhed. in this Kingdom 

for bve 9 
on no longer to ee uſurped uch, 2s have 
h Performan- 


neitber Spirit nor Capacity for 
ces: The I muſt own that 3 Pleaſure which 


an IV-necured Perſon always feels in hearing others 
maligned and aſperſed for Offences none of their 
own, has a ſore Kind 1 eee 5 
— x 


Saen 


s enough ta be a V Fooux, 
— „er Agent to any Peer 


1 nave men Religion (if I underſtand the 
Word 2s joined to my Indolence and 
ty, might juſt intitle me to a D or Digni- 
ty S Cura I have Paſhon 

— Judges Kew TEES 


. —— — aggro 
Alderman ; and re Pride vough token Pr 
of an — for ignorance, I am 


qualifed for any Pot or (vom 5 cnn wa 


becauſe I cou'd prove, were it 
the Deſtgn of of this Pape: cha 
hin den e feel —— 

| AnD to be my own 
| Charadter, — _ nan with fo 
| re and valuable Endowments, I have 
| _—_— Year * Age, been able to riſe 


Keen 1 Out 
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_ Obſcurity and get above Want, Poverty» 

I may well be allowed to vent my Fpleen 
and Rape in railing at the Partiality and Injuſtice 
of my Countrymen, ſince a more ſignal Inſtance 
of their Infatuation could not well be given, than 
that a Man fo qualified, cut out and imbelliſhed, 
ſhould be overlooked and neglected, and ſo many 
3 who at moſt can pretend to excell ih 
2 two or three of the above- named Qua- 

Tnar fuch a Creature as I, formed by Na- 
ture, and 8 Art, a beautiful Contem- 
perature of ſo man lgent particularties, /pwotws 
perear Miſter. What Pity Well my 1 redes 
in the Words of an ingenuous Author, whoſe Cir- 
cumſtance I preſume where not unlike my own. 
O Poverty! T how art Hell upon Earth, and He 
that is curſed with thee, anticipates the Torments of 
the Damned ; it eolipſes the brighteſt Virtwes, am 
is the very Sepulcbre of brave ns ; depriving 
a Man of the Means to accompliſh vas Nature has 
fitted him fer, and flifling the nobleſ® Thoughts in 
their : How many illuſtrious Souls may 
be ſaid to have been Dead the Living, or 
buried alive in the obſcurity of their rio, 
whoſe Perfeflions have rendered them the Darling 
of Providence, and anions of Angels, yet 


inſuperable penury of all T hings bas ranked them 
— Caſt-mpay! of the Earth, in the Eyes of L 


4. . 
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(20) 
Tuns is one half of 's Prayer that I muſt 
heartily join in, but the other I can by no Means 
get over, for how any one cou'd prove to my 
Underſtanding, that the Miſchiefs and  Incon- 
veniencies of Wealth come in any Manner up to 
the Advantages of it, is What I have no Notion of 
at preſent, The plealure of making every Meal a 
Surfeit, and every merry Meeting a Debauch, 
df being ſurrounded with Pimps, and Paraſites, 
E and Buffoons, of living in a perfect freedom 
om all the carking diſquietude of Reflection and 
Thought; of being ſaluted every Morning by the 
gloomy aſpects of diſcontented Duns, — ruining 
ſome ſcores. of honeſt Tradeſmen, Of being the 
Dupe of every Sharper, -- Eoriching all my Ser- 
vants, and impoverithing my Hers ; of feeding a 
hundred Horſes, and twice as many Dogs; hanting 
Stew, lying with Punks, and intailing Rottenneſs 
and ption on my Peſterity ; and above all, 
of being out of the reach of Admonition, and the 
Reproofs of a ſaucy Prieſt, and in ſpight of all! 
can do, to be honoured, reſpected, applauded, theſe 
are all the happy Advantages that Wealth brings 
in, and who that reflects on theſe will ſay that 
Riches: are not deſirable. So uncertain and ill- 
grounded are the Maxims of a certain Writer, 
alſly admired for his Knowledge of the World 
and all things in it; What hath the Man but the 
eholding of it with his Efes. 
A sKoRT Pauſe after this little Digreſſional 
Interlude to recolle& where I was, and I return 
to my Subject. Ir 


Ix to all theſe egregious Faculties, you add my 
having lived theſe twenty years laſt dall all but 
two, in the the Duſt of a College, reading Books 
now and then, and Men not at all; having gleaned 
ſome niblings in the Theoretick Part of moſt things 
and no Experience in the Practick Part of any, 
I _ e upon me, and herein juſtifie my 
Conduct by many famous Examples Antient and 
Modern, to ſay a Word by way of Advice to 
my Countrymen in their ſeveral Capacities, and 
Relations, as Landlords and Tenants, Maſters and 
Servants, Gf, — c. — 6c. 

AnD tho” I have not the Vanity to imagine 
that any Man living will follow my Advice in any 
dne Inſtance, yet I dare venture Magiſterially to 
ee that Whoeſo is wiſe will ponder theſe 
Things, 22 
| Ex. Gr, To give the intelligent Reader a ſlight 
ben le of my Abilities in this way before I go 
arther. 45 4 
THERE is a Generation, O ! | how lofty are 
their Eyes!“ to whom might I ſpeak without 
reſerve, and without Offence, I would addreſs 
myielf thus ; 


Cons1DBR Points maturely before you come 
to Debate them, and when you enter upon 
Debate, hurry not too faſt to the Conclu- 

ſion. | 22 — 
Bs 


* 


(22) 
Zn ſparing of the publick ey, and conſi- 
| _— what Ends and Uſes it is given, 

leaſt you ſhould be guilty of the inequality 
of taxing ſome thouſands to enrich One, 
where no poſſible Equivalent can accrue to 
the Publick by it. 


Maxx the fame Laws the Rules of every 
Rank, and Virtue, if poſſible, the only 
Foundation of Reſpect. Aſſume no new 
Privileges, nor extend old ones to a degree 
inconſiſtent with the Natural unalienable 


Rights of thoſe you repreſent, | 


Ws any uſeful mo 2 —— 
by receiving obſolete Truths, iſplaying the 
deceitfulneſs of modern Maxims, but * J have 
no mind to be like the Man who with Velocity 
and Violence daſh'd his Head againſt a Wall to 
kill a Fly that tickled his Skin. 

© - AGAIN, all concerned in the Exerciſe of an 

Eccleſiaſtical Power. I adviſe to lay it on wi 

« ſoft Hand, To make a juſt diſtribution of the 
Clergys Mantainance; and as much as may be 
keep Myſtery out of their Creeds and Articles. 

: 5 —.— I _ . . 
| t greater is Diſcretion, i rſiſts 
in a Scheme he is now upon, ebene 
ſon of theſe Advices in three Diſcourſes, which 


be 
| Er.) he 


es to prove from 1. Cor, xv 


propos e to make publick. In the 
N 40. 
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have no Powers entruſted 
arrant, but what is com» 
= 
e, I Gr 2.) from 1 Cor. ix. 14. That they 
to dave wo Right ro any Share of other Men's Pro- 
» but from the Laws of their Country. 

IN the (3. ) from x Per iii. 15. That whatever 
ry dark, daubiful or myſt 3 


5 of bis 1 i 


ew 
reefl Ar firſt I was in ſome Doubt 
ble FE 
upon me to tell him, that I believed he would 
I find ſome difficulty in Men's Notions 
ed, of theſe Things, That as to the farſt, it was in 
the 1 manner the prime Pillar and Ground of Church 
ave | Power among 3 who themſelves had 
; kppod all th other Foundations of it: That 
ſo long in poſſeſſion of a Poſt, it wou'd 
be difficult to beat them from it, that the A- 
venues and the Queworks were all guarded and 
FF 
aſwer the which a great Name yet 
living had broughe wy their Title. 


UnTo the (ad) I = a ot — * 
Made, Mr. Leſley. were thoug 
unanfwerable upen that head, and doubted not 


Ib Numbers might be found capable and wil- 
ling to dreſs out their Arguments new, and give 
them the advantage of the Mode. 


| (144) 
Ap for the (3d) That Dr. Vaterland was ſtill 
in being, who would be ſure to bear him down 
with Metaphyſicks and Authority at laſt, it he 
failed at other Weapons: Butt eſe Conſiderati- 
ons ſeemed all Trivial and Light, he ſaid he had 
conſidered his Subject, was reſolved to go on, and 


had no Fears about the Event, 25: 


z. I Apvrs all the good Men of this Iſland, 


who have fair Wives, fair Daughters, and f: 
Fortunes to look well to them, For conſidering 
how plentifully both Church and Inn's of Court 
are at preſent Stocked with ſuch as have no Chance 
for riſing but by a lucky Hit in a clandeſtine Way, 
without making the proper Uſe of this Caution, 
they ſeem to be in the utmoſt : 

- Tnrx Grounds of my Suſpicion for the Benefit 
of my Countrymen, I am free to ſpeak out: 
With regard to the latter, I am very well aſſured 
that it is an agreed Point among themſelves, That 
a Lawyers Gown, in 4 Smithfield way, is at leaſt 
equivalent to five Thouſand Pounds : And for the 
former, from ſome Obſervations of my own, I am 
inclined to think They are not leis dangerous, tho 
they in general don't carry their Pretenſions ſo 


Tp after all L have laid, the Reader ſhould only 
find his Curioſity heightned, and from a Deſcrip- 
tion, he will think applicable to great Numbers, 
be ſtill at a loſs to know who I am Since it 
might likewiſe be of dangerous Conſequence to 
40) Man to be marked down for the Author of ſuch 

6 
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| "WR (25) | 
a Piece, I will for his farther Satisfaction, in ſo 
weighty a Matter, add herea faithful Deſcription 


of the Country I live in, and the People it's In- 
habitants. A Deſcription ſo juſt and genuine 


as no Man may contradict, and which I am 


y invited to, to undeceive Foreigners, who 
from the Accounts of a neighbouring Antiquary, 
that hath lately been ſo kind as to make mention 
of us, may be ſeduced into an Opinion that we are 


as Savage and Barbarous at this Day, as in the 


Days of Giraldus Cambrenſis, 


HAVe ſomewhere read that Plato uſed to 
thank God that he was born an Atheniax and not 


a Fbeban, and I want to be reſolved whether if 


the reverſe had been Plato's Fate, he wou'd have 


been leſs thankful, for I verily believe Epamizon- 


das, was as much in Love with Thebes as Plato 
was with Abexs, and this I can Witneſs, that 
where I live, every Man is of their Humour, 
and thinks himfelf placed in a Paradiſe, a Garden of 
Delight, tho' with how much Reaſon the Reader 
may pretently judge. | 
THERE is an unaccountable Prejudice runs 
thro Mankind in favour of their native Climate 
and Soil, which it is probabk we ſuck in with 
the Air we breath, and we ſhould ceaſe wondring 


at it, if it be true what we are told, that the ſame 
Humour 1s to be found among the People who 
inhabit the North and Highlands of Scotland: 
Tho indeed I ſuſpect * ut pretence * 


(26 ) | 
for I have never known any of them that cared 
for returning thither after being tranſplanted. 

As to the Country 1n general, it truly deſerves 
the Epithet given it; by a modern licentious 
Wit, The Land of Fens and Slavery, the Climate 
unfriendly, and the Soil uncultivated: Some lit- 
tle Eſſays have been made to improve it, but 
they are no more than Eſſays, thro* ſome Defe&t 
in the Head or Purſe of the Projectors, or from 
the croſſing of contrary. Intereſts, or the Envy of 
Neighbours, or ſome other unaſſignable Reaſon, 


they drop, diſappear, and are thrown aſide, and 


like Manſjon Houſes, when the Plan is laid, and 
a few of the Offices raiſed, are left to be finiſh- 
ed by our Heirs, who probably labouring under 
.the inconveniencys, may drudge on in the 
lame Track. 

Tu Inhabitants are one and all however dig- 
niſied and diſtinguiſhed by Cloaths, Office, or 
Equipage, errant Vaſſals, but not always of their 
proper Sovereign, whoſe Image and Superſcription 
they doat upon indeed, but have ſome of them 


* - very unequal R for his Perſon and Govern- 


ment. Some are-the Slaves of a Pr, ſome of 
a 8— te, ſome of a Wife, ſome of an Opinion 
which they can't tell how they came by ; and 
every one of ſome favourite Luſt or Paſſion, the 
Marks of which they ignobl drag about; Their 
Souls their Wills are — and their Tongue 
(tho! there are others perhaps as unruly) is the only 
Member about them, that is free. This indeed 

/ rambles 
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(27) 

rambles with Freedom tho“ without Diſcretion : 
They talk ſometimes of Liberty, and pretend a 
Love for it, but have nothing of it, but the Name: 
It being every Man's Maxim (if we may judge 
of Men by their Actions, and not of Actions by 
the Man (a Method I have laboured to introduce) 
that no Man hath a Right to be free but himſelf ; 
ſo when they expreſs Tenderneſs for Popes 
they always mean their own, for none has the 
Courage to ſtir to prevent the Sacrifice of his 
Neighbours to the Tyrannical Will of a Supe- 
rior. | 

PeTTY Intereſts and Factions, employ all their 
Time, and the moſt invaluable T rifles their Talk: 
They Embrace like Friends, but Converſe with 
Shyneſs; make large Profeſſions, but give them 
all the Lye at eee by their mutual Cenſures, 
Among the Rich and Great, Buffoons and Paraſites 
are the only Favourites, and by one and all Mode- 
ſty, Study, Sobriety, are reckoned uſeleſs Attain- 
ments. ; 

IT is inconceiveable with what Dexterity ſome 
here have reconciled the Arts of Popularity and 
Oppreſion, who having no other View than by 
Grinding and Screwing to raiſe and enrich their 
Families; yet manage their Pretences ſo as to pals 
for publick Spirited in the general Vogue, The 
Populace are poor and blind, and naked, and the 
Superior ranks only more happy, becauſe com- 
paratively as ignorant of what true Happineſs 


is. 
| D 2 Tur 


(28) 


Tux Mechanicks are all Farmers, and fuch as 
ſhould be Farmers, all Jockies and idle Gentlemen, 
from whence it is that a multitude of People, the 

ſure ſource of Wealth in other Countries, is the 
cauſe of Poverty and Miſery with us. | 

Tus greateſt Improvements conſiſt in the deli» 
cacy and fineſſe with which the Arts of Corrup- 
tion are fet off, Virtue and Vice with us have 
even changed Names, to ſpeak Truth is impru- 
dence, to detect a Villain ſomewhat worſe, not to 
diſſemble the Mark ofa Fool, and to be an artful 
ſucceſsful Knave, is no Barr to Reputation, or the 
Friendſhip of Neighbours; 6. e. to the Formalities 
of an outward Civility, which is all the Friend- 
ihe gong. | 

As to our Religious principles, we are moſt of 
us Devoties and Bigots to what we don't undet- 
; we ule to talk of Books without reading 
them, and condemn Authors without knowing 
their Names, we repute a Man an Heretick, who 
has any Opinions but what he borrows from his 
Catechiſm, and our Rule of Orthodoxy and laſt 
. 2 y ag — uw Science has been 
n cay for T khirteen hundred years paſt, 

Sts no Man was ever in the right e 
Majority againſt him. Had Monſieur Furies 
lived here, he had found ſeveral Fripous Ortho- 
doxes, to have converſed withal, 

8 wy ee or * is the _ 
Paco we perhaps the worſt regulated in: 
orld, Its Patrimony fo divided, as to be __ 


(ew) 


des Uſe hanto upon port Voluptuouſneſs, and give 
Reputation to Sl the — Repaired, 
but the Service Negledted ; the Tythes we 
but the Labourer wanting his Hire. New Speries 
of Simony introduced; Benefices accumulated in 
the Poſſeſſion of a few ; The Dighicaries all 
Non-Reſident, and the Cure of * — we affect 
to ſpeak, committed to ſuch as will undertake upon 
the eaſieſt Terms: To be ready for ſuch Ot- 
caſions, ſhoals of ſuch Creaturts pus been clan- 
deſtinely introduced, as are ihcapable 6f ſerving 
their Country or themſelves in any Method bf Vir- 
tuous Induſtry ; without Examination, Title, 
or Teſtimonial, further than a Certificate from ſueh 
as will Certify any Thing: The Clergy meet 
once a Year, Eat, are Merry, pay their Fees; 
thus they roll on till they — again, all Things 


continue at a Stay, and nothing is done. 

Ir theſe Structures and isAerve 28 4 
Ground work for a tnore conj ve and paf⸗ 
ticular Deſcription from ſome better Hand, I 
ſhall have 4 Plaſure at leaſt equal to the Trouble 
of inditing them; if not, 1 muſt recommend 
this, tho brief and i yet authemick A& 
count, to a Gentleman now emp loyed in draws 
ing up a General Hiſtory 10 of ths ng om | 
it a Place in his Work, ſince I can aſſure 
that next to the Intention of doing Honour t 
certain Names, whoſe Merits and Memorials have 
otherwiſe no Chance for being remembred by Po- 


fteriry 3 ; my principal View in placing thugs 


onl 


* 


9 
in the Lighe they here appear, was to help his 
Meditations, bar facilitate ie 2 if 
from this ſhort Specimen, he thinks my Labours 
may be of farther Service to his Undertaking, 
my Time and Thoughts are at his Service, ſince 
I ſee no Reaſon to doubt, but that as long as he 
Pleaſed to retain them, they will be Dedicated to 
the ſervice of my Country, and the good of 
Mankind, | : 

Ir is however but too common with Writers 
of this Claſs who have the Credit of their Coun- 
try in View, to be ſparing of their Cenſures and 
free of their Encomiums; and I grant the con- 

is for the moſt part a diſagreeable Task, 
2th to the Relator _ Reader, but an inviolate 
regard to Truth is the Sine qua non in a good 


Hiſtorian, and as the Follies and Vices of Men 


in every Age vaſtly overballance and outnumber 
their Virtues, without Adulation and Falſhood, 
the contrary Courſe cannot be taken. | 
Taz Reaſon is, that bating the tranſient trifl - 
ing Pleaſure which reſults from Amuſement, the 
uſe of Hiſtory is to Correct and Reform, 
Wherefore the Characters and Examples good and 
bad within our Plan, are to be ſet in ſuch a Light, 
and every thing Faulty and Praiſe-worthy ſo paint- 
ed and expoſed, as may exhibit uſeful Leſſons 
of Morality, and inſtruct Poſterity by what Me- 
thods their own Conduct may be pruned and 
improved to the beſt Advantage. 


x | Hap 
8. 
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(zr) 

Hap Hiſtorians never deviated from this Rule, 

we had not given in ſo eaſily, to an unjuſt Ad- 
miration of paſt Times, wherein the Actors, 
(from whom Times ſhou'd take their Denomina- 
tion) appear to Advantage only by being drawn 
in Profile Which Method had it obtained 
with Painters as well as with Hiſtorians, might 
have prejudiced us as much in favour of our An- 
ceſtors Faces, as of their Actions and Opinions, 
and induced us to fancy that there was compa- 
ratively neither Symmetry, Proportion, nor co- 
melineſs in the preſent Age, as ſome would fain 
perſuade us we have neither Piety, Literature, nor 
Underſtanding. 

Ir any one will alledge that the Evil of this 
Complaint is rather to be imputed to ſome unac- 
countable Warp in our own Temper, induſtriouſ- 
ly propagated by ſuch as find their Account by 
it, than to any Fault in Hiſtorians, T ſhan't con- 
tend: Fora little Candor will make us all own 
that when we look back, we meet with little elſe 
than tedious details of the Vices and Follies of 
our Forefathers, and for their. Performances as 
Authors. I give my Opinion in the Words of a 
more competent * « That were they to 
“ make their firſt Ap ce now, they would 
© not be ſo much — but being written 
“ when the Channel of Learning run low, and 
being then well received, and thought conſide- 
e rable, by reaſon of their comparative Eminence, 
have lived upon the fame Stock of Repuration 

« eves 


(36) 

* ever ſince which fell to their Lat, at thei 
. firſt delivery. 
Aub why we ſneuld be fo blind to their 
weak fide, as to make them the Standard ta mea 
ſure ourſelves by, is what even Dr. Waterlend 
can give na goad Reaſon for ; who ſpeaking of 
the Writers of certain Ages, in high admiration 
if we may believe him, with himſelf, tell us 
* That even where clear Scripture and clear Rea 
* ſox are againſt them, ſome Account ought tc 
«be given how it came to pals, that ſuch clear 
t Scripture ar Reaſon had eſcaped the Notice 
* of Cai and beſt of Men.“ Which tc 
my Underſtanding, is the ſame as to ſay, That we 
ſhould penetrate into the Reaſons of theſe Men': 
Souls, there to ſee what Motives and Induc 
ments they went upon, what ſecret Biafs warpec 
and perverted them, or what unhappy Defect 
. Which if Dr. *. 
thinks he is able to do, I ſhou'd think him ablig 

ed to lend us his Clue: For if the Niſcove 
ſhou'd die with him, tis a thouſand to one 
ever it be recovered to the end of the World 
and in that Cale Scripture and Reaſon may pre 
ſerve their Eſtimation and Uſe, as Gold anc 
Silver yet do, for want of the Art of making 
Ghſs malleable: Which is a Conſequence tha 
Im ſure every honeſt Praga Heart hike Hi 
- muſt tremple to think of, 
„ Dnrors I put an End to this Nigreſſion. 
muſt hero warn the ſeveral Smattgrers in Theolog) 
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(gr) 
and Ignoramus's in Hiſtory ſcattered round this 
If N . they value their own 
Repurations, and the Laſh of my Pen, all tragi- 
cal bewailing of the Times, and crying out upon 
every Diſguſt and Diſappointment, Sad Times ! 
Strange Times] &c, I am as little diſpoſed to 
pay Compliments, where they are not due, as 
any Man, and yet I truly think the preſent Ge- 
neration as pregnant with fair Examples of Vir- 
tue, as any that can be produced from the Annals 
of this Kingdom, The preſent Conſtirution of 
the World 1s ſuch, as will allow every Man to 
be as good and virtuous as he pleaſes to be, And 
he that makes Virtue his End and Aim, however 
he may wiſh or endeavour the Reformation of 
particular Members, will be content with the 
World whilſt that is the Caſe : The Evil com- 
plained of is only in the diſtempered Imaginations 
of Men, and tho I do not long to ſee any one make 
the Experiment, yet I am fatisfied a Poſt, Penſion; 
or good Benefice, wou'd reconcile the moſt San» 
guine of theſe Gentry to the Times. 

I oncs knew a little Bagatille that paſſes under 
the Title of a Parſon, who altho' for Fifteen 
Years paſt that he has lived under that Character, 


he has never reſided upon his Pariſh, nor done 


any of the Duties of his Office, except Riding 
once a Week to his Church, when the Weather 
is good, his Horſe well ſhod, and himſelf in 
Humour, all which Circumſtances muſt conſpire 
to bring him EW yet taken it * 


; (34) 

Head chat he is a very een — eg 
himſelf injured iy ay ery Promotion that has 
happened in the Bioceſs within that Time; and 
whilſt he lives in an ealy Situation, very com- 
modious for the diſplay of his Genius and Ta- 
lents, by an officious intermedling in Affairs that 
chat got belong to him, and the Neglect of 
thoſe that 2 is ä nn out in Invec- 
tives againſt the Rs — is Humour ſo 
ſar as to Aae n wh for bis Opinion, T hat 
the 3. never think of 4 World to come, 

I xnow another. whoſe Annual Revenue is 
compured to a T houſand Pounds, one Third of 
which is the Patrumony of the Church, and with- 
put Iſſue, that he will own, who has yet been 
teazing his Dioceſan for the Promile of a Rever- 
Hon of One hundred more to make him Eaſ y. 
From ſuch Inſtances we may form a Ju 
of the Reaſonableneis of ſome Folks Complaints, 
and what unhapp appy 5 Shifts Men wou'd be driven 
10, pn are tyed down to regard them, It is 
* Cant, — deſervers Reprehenſion, and I am 

of Opinion, that if ſuch Perſons wou'd 
Rudy to be quiet and do their own Buſineſs in 

he way and manner they duct they wou' d 

wc leſs Reaſon to complain of the Times. 
I nave been ſo long taken up with theſe Gen- 
tlemen, than I had almoſt forgot what I Was a- 
hout, and that according 10 my Scheme, having 
done with my ſelf, I .* 1 a Word or 
two co ſome 5 ee ee A 


——_ 0 0 
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"A Exfirarn Author, whoſe Name I for- 
get, but iſe to recolle& before the Second 
Edition of this Work be run off, tells us, That 
the Savages of new Granada, don't believe that 
any other Souls are Immortal than thoſe of their 
Great Men. 

Turn is an Ambiguity in the Word Great, 
and I doubt my Traveller has not underſtood the 
Language of the People he deſcribes; for in the 
common acceptation here, the generality of ſuch 
as fall under that Denomination, wou'd think a 
Man deſigned to banter and make merry, who 
wou' about to perſuade them that they were 


actuated by Souls at all, much more ſhou'd he 


venture to ſay theirs only were Immortal. 

Fon my own ſhare, I never caſt my Eyes upon 
one of theſe finiſh'd Idols, without thinking of 
the Erymology Tertallian gives of the Word 
Care, i. e. quod Caret anima; ſays he, and with 
difficulty keep myſelf from aſſenting to the No- 
tion of a minute Philoſopher, That the eſſential 
* Oil of any thing, be it Plant or Animal, is the 
* Soul of that Thing. ; 

Wen there is an Immaterial Principle, it is 
beyond Diſpute with me, that it will ſometimes 
exert and ſhew itſelf by riſing above Matter, and 
converſing with nobler Objects, and conſequently 
what ever is ſo deeply immerſed in Mud, as never 
to be able to emerge and ſoare above it. I look 
-upon it, however dignified and diſtinguiſhed, to 
be only a certain Modification of Matter. 
| E 2 Sven 


f 


| (36 

SV CH Perſons therefore I adviſe to take 2 
Voyage to the Country I have juſt now named, 
and tho we have too many Examples among us 
to prove, that Celum non Auimam mutant Qui 
trans mare Curruut. Vet it is not impoſſible but 
the tract of Time, the variety of Air, the hazards 
and hardſhips they may undergo in it, with the 
Advantages of occular: Demonſtration, that there 
are Creatures in the World who bear the fame 
outward Form, and yet have quite different No- 
tions, of what is proper, rational and becoming, 
from what they have been taught to believe of 
themſelves here, may poſſibly produce ſome ſuch 
Change as may make them in ſome one reſpe& or 
other uſeful to themſelves and the Community the 
remaining part of their Lives, 

THERE is another Claſs of Men whom I alſo 
muſt adviſe to Examine their Notions and Prin- 
ciples, and if they be really ſuch as they pretend 
and give out, either to bring their Practice to 
ſome conformity with them, or to renounce and 
diſclaim them altogether : For when ſuch things 
are only pretended, they are like falſe Lights 
hung out by Savage People to deceive Mariners, 
who truſting to them plunge into Ruin without 
| ſeeing their Danger: I wou'd have them not ima- 
-gine that there are certain Caſes, wherein all the 
Laws of the Goſpel are to give way to Intereſt and 
worldly Advantage; and all the Laws of the 
Land to Favour and worldly Regard, and Laſtly, 
not to take the Adyantage of the Laws, even where 


they 
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they are on their fide, without going thro' the 


Forms of them, nor to think they are priveleged 
to be the Executioners of them Le ber, 1 
es. I will Quarrel with no Man for making 
Wealth, Power, popular Applauſe, or the Smiles 
and Favours of the Great his Erd and Aim; 
his Conſcience, Reputation, Liberty and Eaſe, 
are his own, and he may ſell them at what Rate 
he pleaſes, But let him keep free of Others, 
who think ſuch Things too Valuable to be thrown 
away in Compliment; Tho' in my own Eyes 
as well as theirs, I am but a Graſshopper, yet till 
mine are put out, I ſhall think they are under 
ſome Obligation to look down and about with 
Caution and Sharpneſs, to avoid treading upon my 
Neck: It ſhou'd content them that I keep 
within my Rank, and by induſtriouſly _—_— 
my proper Buſineſs, do that for them, whi 
they are incapable of doing for themſelves : 
Whilſt Tam quietly, tho' unwillingly the Tool 
of their Luxury and Vanity in providing the Im- 
plements of both, I have a right to be Protect- 
ed, inſtead of being oppreſſed by their Power. 
I mvsT now beg of my Reader to employ all his 
Candour(if any he hath)tho? it were never ſo ſmall, 
to prevent Miſconſtruction of what I am next to 
lay, and not to carry his Eyes too high for fear of 
their gliding from the proper Object, and miſſing 
the Mark to which I would dire& them. No 
Tax forenamed Traveller (whoſe Name I have 
not yet recollected) tells us, That in meſt of the 
Northern 


(38) 
Neben ten- of America the Word! Prieſt an 
n as I find 
ſame Notion begins mightily to prevail among 
my own Countrymen, and that there is no know- 
ing what may be the Conſequence of ſuch a No- 
tion's becoming VI am thence furniſhed with 
Word of Advice to all ſuch as do now or have 
any chance hereafter for coming under this Apella- 
tive, viz, To trace if they can this ſtrange Conceit 
o its proper Source, and if they ſhould be ſo hap- 
py as to find out the Cauſe, then to think of a pro- 
per Remedy to prevent its ſpreading : My Eyes 
dre ſo weak that I ſeldom depend upon them, and 
"Werefore may miſtake non Cauſa pro Cauſa, as rea- 
dily as any Man, but as far as I can ſee or form any 
Judgment about it at preſent, this wou'd ſeem to be 
e rational and wiſe Caution, in all our Writings, 
Jermons, and Diſcourſes, to repreſent our Religion 
m its primitive Apoſtolical Purity of Dreſs: And 
| -Wthink chat what is thus Duty to ourſelves, when 


that argues à truly Chriſtian Intention, deſerves 
dur Thanks and Commendation from others. 
Ix upon free and fair Inquiry, I ſhould find that 
dy I know not What biſtalibin my Education, or 
Want of Application in my Telf, T had been bred 


| Hs thr bas 
r groping 


(39 )) 
Dark, wou'd ſeem to be under high Obligations 
another, who either by the A 1 
d Eyes, or careful ſweepin png of the Place, and ſifting 
8 and ſearching ſhould find it for him. Or put the 
'- BE Caſe, this ame) ewel had long lain under Rubbiſh 
d Run either by Accident or Deſign thrown 
h upon it, whoever had a Senſe of be and Gratis» 
Jude, wou'd,undoubtedly ſhew it by a ſuitable 
„ retribution to the Perſan who ſhou'd recover it 
* zt laſt, and after cleanſing away the Ruſt of 
Time reſtore jt to its native Lite and prope 
Owner 

Even in ordinary Caſes, comiter Err anti 0m: 
rare V iam, is an Inſtance of friendly Beneficence, 
ud che Favour and Obligation ſtill ries in propor- 


7 tion to the Nature and Value of the Benefit con- 


Tux Drift of all is only to intimate, that there 
was a Time when Men's Noſes were made of Wax, 
da faſt hold cou'dbe taken, : and they muſt follow at 
' the peril of looſing them; that there was a T. 
D 


too when their Sight was Dim, and a little Du 
wou'd have blinded them quite, but I know not 
2 fatal Revolutions it is come to pals that 
now aſſert the Privileges of both Senſes, wo 
Snuff with the One, and look aſquint with the 
Other. We are therefore to dar 85 hows 
ever Garp'y they uſe them, nothing ve bp 


mell (hall appear 7 ug. 
7 at! E | 


_ Amoſt our of Breath, _ 
or a Moment to a Neighbouring 22 


(4) 
the benefit of freſh Air. The Reader, if he pleaſ- 
es, may in the Interval employ himſelf in Con- 
jectures about my Name and Place of Abode, and 
I may do the ſame about his Judgment of me and 
my Performance, 

T GRANT: it may paſs for a Rule in all ordinary 
Caſes, that Men are ſeldom ſollicitous to know 
what the World ſays of them, but when they have 
fecret Miſgivings that it is not ſuch as they will 
like: But I am an Exception to all general Rules, 
and ſo well aſſured of the Suffrages of; my Country- 
men; that if by any Contrivance like · the Tyrant 

of Sicily's Funnel, I cou'd convey to my Ears every 

Sentence that ſhall be uttered in this Kingdom in 
relation to one or the other, I ſhou'd not grudge 

the Expence of making one, if I were not at t 

- fame time afraid, that the Odour of ſo much In- 

cenſe might overcome my Spirits, and occaſion a 

:Deliquium ; which I am ſure wou'd be a diſagreeable 

Diſaſter to the Reader, at a Time when I am juſt 

going to conſider what to ſay in the remaining 

part of my P aper " Ip : 

I uA but two Objections againſt putting an 
End to Peoples Curioſity by telling them my 
Name and Place in Emgliſh » One 1s that having 


taken up this Employment to make a Penny, I 
may very well be excuſed from doing any thing 
that wou'd hurt the Sale, and if this were once 
known, moſt People who think themſelves good 
3 cry, It it be? and throw it 


In 


- ” 
" a. _—— — 1 alc 4. * 


For my Fees and my 


In this View I once propoſed to have added to 


my Title Page (By a Perfon of Quality) and ſo the 


Rarity and Cyri of the Thing, wou'd have 


— it taking for a While: But as I ſaw at the 


Time, that without altering the Orthography 
and Spell ing, expunging ſome hard Words, and 
giving the whole a new Caſt, the Bite wou'd 
quickly be detected; I threw aſide this Project, 


and reſolved to let it cake its Chance jn the 


common Form. 


A SECOND is, that I have taken a Reſolution 
never to put my Name to any of my Works, till 
irs graced with the Addition of D. D. L. L. D. 


or ſame ſuch winning Title of Reſpect, one of 


which I intend to offer my ſelf for againſt the next 
Commencement, not without Hopes of ſucceed- 


ing, conſidering how laviſh our Univerſity has 
generally 


been of ſuch Honours, and the little 
Eare they in the Choice of the Perfons 
on whom they confer them: Provided always, 
that they will accept of Cautionary Bonds, both 
Performance, Neither of 
which Acts I am in a Capacity of diſcharging zt 


-preſenc ? Having loſt the little Latin I broughe 


with me from thence, and am fo ſtraightned in my 
Circumſtances, that the whole Annual rerurns of 
my Induſtry wou'd do little more than defray the 


us the Folly ence in my Life to rem 
den d, N — Pafon who is now 
F in 


(42 
ia his Place (Idion Topon, his proper Place) and 
therefore we had as good eat — bely . 
When I received this Solacing Reply ; That he had 
a due Regard to my Deſerts, and was ſorry things 
were in ſo bad a Way; that all in good time, 
Febevah Fireth, Providence would provide; But 
r the preſent he had Crowds about him, and 
his 1 85 were full; of nag that if Matters 
ſhou'd not turn out to his or Ex tions, 
yet 8 . Ju make me Ea, ſaid 
ſeveral obliging ings n the Advantages, 
that Patience and —— tak bring in. I 
found my Spirits ſomewhat cheared by this ſoft 
Anſwer, and my Reſentment for ſo many Diſap- 
pointments mitigated by the Engaging Courteſy 
| and benignity of his Expreſſions : I thought I 
might very well interpret what he ſaid into a pro- 
1 2 of providing for me, and was impatient 
till I communicated my Hopes to a Friend, who 


when I had done ſo, ſmiling at my Credulity, 


told me the following Tale. | 
Tur a Gentlewoman of his Acquaintance, the 
Widow of an Officer, having paſſed a conſidera- 
ble Time in great indigence, without receiving 
any part of her Penſion, applied to her Agent in 


FT very preſſing Terms for ſome Supply, who an- 


ſwered her, with much Courteſy, That the Funds 
run ſhort, and Money was not to be had, hut yer 
out of the overflowings of his own good Nature 


would now and then ſend her half 4 Grown; nt 
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(43) x 
laſt ſhe urged in the ſtrongeſt Terms ſhe could de- 
viſe, That ſhe and her Family were in a ſtarvin 
Condition, and muſt be relieved, upon which 
the Man diſſolving into Compaſſion, unable to re- 


fiſt her Importunity any longer, doubled his Sum, 
e c 


and with it ſent hera Treatiſe compoſed by him- 
ſelf, * the Uſe and Benefit of Faſting, wherein 
he diſtinctly ſpecified and ſer down, ſeveral of 
its beneficial Effects; as, that ir kept the Body u. 
der, cooled the Paſſions, prevented Incontinence, 
Nocturnal Pollutiens, & c. and it is not improbable 
but that a little perſeverance in a Courſe of ſuch 
Diſcipline as he put her under, might have allayed 
the petulance of her Tongue, which was the Ef- 
fect he aimed at moſt, If it be not true what 
ſome aſſert, that in Women this Member hath been 
known to continue in Motion after the reſt of the 
Body is dead and at reſt. | 

Won my queſtioning the Fact as a thing incre- 
dible and impoſſible, that there ſhou'd be Crea- 
tures in the World capable of putting on theſe ex- 
terior Marks of Sanctity, and at the ſame time in- 
ſulting the Wretched in their Miſery; he aſſured 
me that it appeared afterwards, that he had treated 
a great many others inthe ſame manner; that ho w- 


ever out of the Spoils he had amaſſed a fine Fortune, 


was in Top Cireumſtances, and high Eſteem, and 

that it was believed his general Reputation wou'd + 

ferve for Vouchers inthe paſſing of his Accounts: 

He left me to make the - only W 
8 2 V t 
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the Truth of his Relation, and upon his Credit, 1 V 
I do the fame by my Reader, only warning them || G 
to draw no more from it, chan is intended by me, I. 
which they will yet gueſs with more Eaſe than they d 
will at my Name, after all I have ſaid. it 
I Hax really an Inclinarion to lead the World 
into this important Secret, and wilt do all that is | it 
in the Power of Man to do, to give him datisfaction 

. In a Point of ſuch Conſequence ; have already 
deſcribed myſelf by Politivety abd ſhall proceed 
to do it now by Negatives; and fince Mathema- 
cicians aſſure us; That in from one to rhe 
other, we mult neceſſarily go thro! the Medium of 
Meabing. What I am-now to ſay will J conceive 
amoun . e that I _ kept cloſe to 
my Text, and handled every Part dubject 

8 75 accuteneſs and accuracy. ty, | 


6 1.) THren I am not the Author of X- 
Ex — 4 wnh C-----f, for I never build important 
fundamental Doctrines upon diſputable Texts, 
where the true Reading is nor ſettled to my Hand; 
and inch Men as Dr. . and Father Simon, 
> it in their Power, to overturn the ——.— 5 
t ments I can- bring, by appeali the | 
Printed to the M. S. Copits, or by telling me 
ſuch Words, were not read- by Ferrailian or 
Tunis is a point wherein I maintain Divines have 


entiag of Blood is fo, becauſe it is 


the ſame Method of Arguitig an In 


1 


(4H) 


Wer mirage Work his Dr. HH fidds with 


Gal, ii. 3. Every Titthe of his Pafhonate Hae 


rangue upon theſe Words, being x direct Conti. 


diction to the true ſenſe of the Apoſtle, zecotd- 


ing to the true reading of that Text; the Cttticki, 
and even Dr. Mills, univerſally agreeing, That 
ie ought to be read without the negtive Par- 
ticle, Odi. 


Ann) (z.) Becauſe had I written upðti cht St 
ject, I had managed Matters fo, as chat neither P 
gans nor Infidelt might pretend I was the Advo- 
cate of their idle Notions and Ofpinibvhs: For 
why, fays a Fytethinber, obe Day if theft pert 

to me; Might not Porphyry with equal Reafob'ue' 
fiſt, that eating of Fleſh was agtinſt the Law ef Ne 
ture, whilſt he maintained, that the Souls of Nruter 
were of the ſame ſubſtance with outs, as you tft 
faid, 7 hat Bled 
is the Life of thi Bea. Of the two, fays he, the 
former is the moſt rational Argding, of Ant- 
miſts will tell you, that if you car Fleſh of M, f 
unavoidably ar Blood with it, tho' the eff Birtch& 


in che Land of Fewry had flain the Beit, nd b 


2 


is juſtified for abſtaining from Fleſh, 
midinfains the Mer offr, and} is afraid that — 
Morfel he puts. down, he ſhall (willow Ae Sac 
of his Father; Gtandfather, or fnit de 


(2) 


hilſt he 


046) 
(z.) Natruzn am I the Author of the learned 
Anſwer to this Part of the Doctor's Treatiſe, be- 
cauſe I never take a Hatchet to break an Egg, when 
I can do it as Columbus broke his, with a Chap 
upon the End of the Table, 


Iz.) Nur am I the Author of F--—- 

, becauſe I never play upon Words, nor fight 
with my own Shadow, nor beat the Air, nor con- 
tend for what no Body denies, or for what I don't 
my {elf believe upon a true State of the Caſe, 


(4.) NerTHER am I the Author of any of the 
Papers that have been written by way of Anſwer 
to a certam Plain Account; of which the Reader 
will hardly require any Proof, becauſe by this time 
he muſt _ I can OS Senſe; which if any of 

have done upon that Subject, I ſhall be con- 
tent to give up my pretenſions to any thing that 
| deſerves to be called ſo, the remainder of my Days, 
But it is not to be wondered, that Men write 


Nonſenſe and ſpeak Uninelligibly, who have ſuch 


anInveterate averſion to all plain Things, as well as 
hin Accounts, and delight in Myſtery, Miracles, 
| Magick; Pomp pod en. 


1 


* (5) Nox am 1, it is plain, F. T. C. D. for 
it cannot be reaſonably expected that Men who are 


h in providing Milk for, Babes, in Suck- 
fn Foddering Calves, and Foles, and Pigs, 


ſhould 
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ſhould employ Time and Study to provide ſtrong 

Meat for * 2 are of full eel ei 
Wno then am 12 br What am I? The Author 
of the Vindication of the B--—---p of N, 
is the likelieſt Man I know to reſolve one of 
theſe Interrogatories. For if he ſnould be miſtaken 
as te my Name, he will be poſitive as to my Re- 
ligion, By my Simplicity of Speech, I ſhall paſs 
with him for a Quaker ; by my plauſibility and 
Cunning Addreſs, for a Jeſuit, and for the few 
Words of Advice offered to the Clergy, for a 
Socinian, a Deiſt, or an Atheiſt, or ſomething worſe, 
e if he can think of any thing that is ſo : “ An 
r « Execrable Creature, whom all Meri ſhould ſtrive 
r « to find out, and no Man hold Communion 
e 1.“ with, or if I can't be diſcovered, the next 
f „thing to be done is, for the Biſhops to give 
* 
at 
8. 


« ſtrit Charge to to ä to drive ſuch 
Wolf in Sheeps Cloathing 


« reſpeRive Flocks. 
Tno' vere I to perſcribe to Men in their High 
Station, I ſhould rather think it a part of their 
Duty to muzzle this Calf that has learned to Butt 
before he has Horns, and pretends to direct their 
L-—dſhips in their Office, before he has learned 
{himſelf to ſpeak Senſe and write good Engliſh, 
PARCE puer ſtimulis et fortius utere Loris, And 
to ſay no more, is _ a Man with great Decen- 
cy and Lenity, who can ſpeak in ſuch Termsof one 
of the moſt ſhining Lightsof CT 
hole 


rom among their 


1 
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pi Moderation and Senſe 

pres agg. TT that ogg goes” and 

| 5 5 emory 111 7 Truth, Liberty 

extue are held in 0 

© I yan no Thoughts when I firſt * out, that 
I ſhould any Part of my own juſt;Charac- 

23 Oar y thus betrzy ing lome Lateor 
7 ang — but when 
by vi upon our Seaſ- 


our {topping to 
gib cence, 


15 bc probably will be 
| ky and as long as there are any Monu- 
the Wit and Learning of my Country- 

men in being, it were unjuſt not to take Notice 
o very noble and uieful Diſcoveries, for 
ich b ar rnb 57 World is obliged to the 
har I have juſt now been ſpeaking 

8 Og gr tg That Mr, Faſter (the 
Author of two Volumes of Sermons, which: Mr. 
Fae i310 weak. 95 to commend) is a Fool; and 
Fe rden ig Als unto it, That Dr. Camphearc 


As TI | | There you'd ſcem to be ſome 
r what he lays, | for as it is not likel 
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| as Mir, e, who can fit poring upem de 
Thing thro' fo many like a Me o 
his Gold, turn an Argument this way and that way 
+ | over and over, up and down, in all the various and 
. | poffible Lights and Situations, to ſee whether it is 
t Sterling, and will anſwer the currem Value, de- 
a | ſerves no Quarters from any Man, bur ſhould be 
| chained to the back of a Counter, or as I have 
0 0 Ra Manuſcript to a Desk in a Li- 
'T 409 inclinable to ſuſpect that there is no ſuch 
thing as an Author's bearing with any Man that is 
wiſer than himſelf, for I cannot ſee to what elſe to 
impute it, that in every little Pamphlet that comes 
abroad, ſome great Name or other is traduced and 
abuſed, For my own Share, I profeſs I find this 
Humour growing faſt upon me, even in this 
2 firſt Eſſay; and am juſt now under ſtrong 
-emprations- to fall foul upon a certain Prelate, 
in whoſ 3 I ſee no Proſpect of my ever 
riſing to that high Reputarion, which in my own 
Judgment I am intituled to. And therefore from 
the bottom of my Heart, I wiſh that his Lord- 
hip would be pleaſed: ro retire, and allow me and 
zand ſome others to come in for 2 Share of the 
Praiſes and Commendations of my Countrymen, 
Hz ſhou'd conſider, that it muſt be very gras 
we ing to ſuch as me, who are in purſuit of Fame, 
tar to hear in every Company I go into, ſome or 
as other running out in Encomiums upon pot 


— 5 


= ( 
Who ſb Ready, fo Inſtructing in Comverſation 
2 fſays One, Nothing comes amiis to him, 
he knows every Thing, and is never at a Loſs, 
ſays a Second: And as to Preaching, his Talents 
are beyond moſt Men's L have ever heard, he is 
either the Greateſt Genius, or elſe has taken the 
cateſt Pains in that way of any Man living, 
ys a Third. And then for polite and elegant 
Addreſs, good: Manners and Hoſpitality, no one 
comes up to him, cries a Fourth. 
Tunis is the general Cant, but then can any 
Thing be more barbarous and intolerable, than for 
ene Man to run away thus with as much Commen- 
dation as if diſcreetly parcelled out, wou'd ſerve 


| at leaſt a Score: For my Part, if I hear any 


more of it, I ſhall certainly take an Oppertunity 
to call his Lordſhip to an Account, tho' it ſhou'd 
coſt mea Dedication ;. at preſent I ſhall only beg 
* of Mr. Pope, to reconcile this Part of his Lord- 
ſhips Character with. that humane Diſpoſition, 


ſays is his diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtick. 
T HER is another too, Who has raiſed my 
' Spleen, and deſerves not much better Quarters 


for a noble Specimen his Lordſhip has not long 


| fince given of his fine Parts, and uſeful Reading, 
ma Volume of Sermons, at whom 1 — 
to Laſh with great Virulence, particularly for his 
whipping the Sting out of original Sin, in the 
manner he has done, and: ſome other Th 
* | plainly 


— 


that Openneſs and Benevolence of Heart, which he 
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n || plainly unbecoming his high Station and Cha- 
„ | raſter; he is now at the Time of Life, when he 
„ | ſhow'd think of Eaſe and Indulgence, and leave 
s the Stage to us Younkers, who have ſcarce Bread 
is to our Teeth, and have no Chance for being re- 
e || garded or taken Notice of, but as the Pages and 
> | Lackeys of Great Men; whilſt They are in the 
t | way, walk before us, and ſo vaſtly out- ſnine us. 
e I am realy concerned upon my Reader's Ac- 
count that I am obliged to part with him abruptly, 
y | whilſt he ſeems ſo pleaſed with his Entertainment, 
r- || being called of by a Meſſage from my Bookſeller, 
-- E who aſſures me, that he will not deal but for ready 
e Money if I goa Page farther, for that nothing a- 
y || bove aSix- penny Cut will $9 down or be digeſted 
y | in this Kingdom, and inſiſts very ſtrongly upon 
d || Printing it in Twelves, and an 2 Paper, 
to bring the Price to a Groat, as the belt Chance 
f for. putting off the whole Impreſſion: Wherefore 


n, Al I m now at L to add farther, is to pro- 
e- | miſs the remainder at another Opportunity. 

III IL know ſuch a Promiſe as this from the 
y | Pulpit has before now kept the beſt part of the 
s, | Congregation from coming to Church the Sunday 
g following; but I expect in the preſent Caſe, that 
„ my R will wait for that Opportunity with 
d | Impatience, and return to meet me with eagerneſs 
is. and haſte, for I propoſe a continuation of my Sub- 
e ject under the Title of MERIT, in which all the 
various Species 's of it ſhall be fer in a clear pane” 
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6. 46, 
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Pre b. Prov; 4 16. r. Frev. 14. 


. e. Seven Sintrenths of which. ibid J. 8. for 


Fnthors, 1. Authors. Next 1; for 4paque, r. O- 
peque. p. a6, 4. 13. between the Words a G- 
Saltibus, add iu. p. om I. 12. for Rides, r. Rids. 
p. 18. I, 14. for in, r. Calaws, ibid. l. 24. 
dcr deen Reader's.” F. 15.1. 13. for 7 hat, 

Am. p. 19, 1, 11. for 4. formed, r. as I, 


. p. 20. l. r. for muſt, r. moſt, p. res 
for ta, W 8, tos . 1 0 30. l. 7. 


for receiving ob ſolere r. reviving eee a 


pleafed; . 'M ark d 8 - — 
Bagarclle,.. P- 34. 1. 21. for who are, r. who 
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